CommaExercises

Thefollowing exercisds designedo testyour knowledgeaboutthe dreadeddomma.Readeach
sentencearefullyandput commasvheretheyareneededin the spacenextto eachsentence,
indicateby numberthe “rule” for usingcommasvhereyou placedthem.If nocommawasused,
explainwhy acommawasnot needed.

COMMA RULES
1.independentlausgoinedby acoordinatingconjunction
2. appositive

3. coordinateadjective(and,but, or, etc.)
4. subordinateclause

5. directquotation

6. interjection

7.introductoryelement

8. nonrestrictiveclause

9. verbor verbalphrase

10.long prepositionaphrase

11.NO COMMA (explain

Paulis majoringin biochemistryandfinding it hardgoing.

Havingseernthe moviealreadyl stayechome.

AgathaChristiethe famousmysterywriter diedin 1976.

Jackgroaned'Oh no now we’ll neverknow how the movieends!”
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Dinnerhavingburnedwe all wentout for pizza.
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He hopedto write shortstoriesandto haveavolumeof his poems

o

publishedsoon.

7. If you wishto goto Italy nextspringl’'ll planto gowith you. 7.




8. Many peoplehadtriedto reachthe top of the mountainbut only a
few hadsucceeded.

9. Equippedwith only aninexpensiveeameranesucceedeth taking
aprize-winningpicture.

10. Duringtimesof emotionaldistressandheightenedensionsChris
remaingalm.

11.To gathempine conedor Christmasdecorationfietravelednearly
tenmilesup the mountain.

12.Recognizinghat his pleasfor forgivenesaverehopelessludas
fell into despairandcommittedsuicide.

13. Shehadambitionandthe talentnecessaryor successn theatre

14.Mr. Novakfoundhimselfsurroundedy noisy exuberanstudents.

15.“We are”shesaid“preparedo servemealgo agroupof a
considerablesize.”

16. He hadno intentionof withdrawingfrom collegenor washewilling
to carryalighterload.

17.To graduaten JuneJanetwill haveto attendsummeitschool.

18. Althoughstormcloudsweregatheringive madethe trip across

the lakein the kayak.
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13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.“You mustbemorequietor the landlordwill makeus move”shesaid. 19.

20.WeaskedBenBartonthe Boy Scoutdirectorto suggesacampsite.
21.1 couldnot decidewhetherto goto collegeor to goto Maine with

my auntfor the summer.

22.Built onahigh cliff the houseaffordeda panoramiaziew of the valley.

23.Theringing of the telephonehavingawakenedhim hewasunableo
gobackto sleep.
24.1 wasunableo depositmy checkthe bankhavingclosedat noon.

25.Her coursesncludedRussianprganicchemistryandstatistics.
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21.

23.

25.




